
 Game day Nov 5th 2006 
 
The Irish Rovers have a song called "Wasn’t that a party"  The 
Finns and Kiwis have a phrase "Wasn’t that a game". Yes Sir 
wasn’t that a game November 5th at "The Green" was some 
game. Push Play event for Counties Manukau Sports and we 
were there.  
 
Up to 22 players were there today. New faces and known faces. 
Smiling faces. We had us a ball. Look there are to many names 
to put into this news letter and that is sad cos everyone at the 
game today made the day so special and it wasn’t any one player 
it was the whole damn lot. The sun was shining and the ground was good to go. The field looked so good 
all in its white regalia. It was a royal ceremony for pesäpallo and we were 
there to take part in it. 
 
I know I said I couldn’t name anyone but I really have too. In the future keep an eye out for a young lady 
named Jasmine. Now this is what I saw and I dont know if anyone else did but I watched when everyone 
arrived and Jas was just one player arriving for the game. Into the game there was nothing special about 
her. She just filled a gap and went about doing stuff. Then suddenly she turned on an amazing exhibition 
of fielding taking a brilliant catch but most importantly knocking everything down that 
came near her. She was fantastic. That isn’t where it ends. This young lady has speed. She didn’t run to 
base one she seemed to flow across the field at a pace I can only be jealous off. Someone did say she was 
only at 75%. Well if that is so then I am telling you this young lady can move. I am in awe of the pace she 
showed and to make it worse she didn’t even break into a sweat. So keep an eye out folks cos if Jasmine 
wants to she will become a name to follow in any sport she chooses to participate in. The number of 
players at the game that was so fantastic. I was blown away.  
 
Tell you what today was really a pressure day. What with the thought that maybe hundreds could come 
watch our game. That we were on display as part of the Push Play event. To have the support of all that 
cared to be at the game today was really something.  Skills weren’t the best today, but then it has been a 
long time. We can fix that easily. The enthusiasm and the laughing they made up for everything we didn’t 
do right. Hey we had kids who had never played before and some that had and they all got in and played.  
This game ladies and gentlemen has so much potential here in New Zealand. Not just as a competition 
game but an activity to get the nation moving. It is right there just out of my reach right now. I am 
working so hard with some really great people to try to get to reach that wee bit further and launch 
pesäpallo onto the sports scene of the nation. Today showed me why we need to do this. With everyone 
contributing well to the game and to showing the new comers how it all works is enough evidence to me 
to work a wee bit harder. 
 
At the end of the game we voted to move the time slot for all games to mid day. This is thought to be 
maybe a better time for other activities which are important to them to get done and then come play. This 
game is your game so what ever is to happen in the game is up to you the player. Anyway we will trial this 
new time and see how it goes. But for those who came to play today thank you so much. You have made 
this bloke a very happy bloke indeed Look there was so much that happened today and I have not 
mentioned it here but hey we all know how it went eh? Best game in a very long time huh  
Cheers  
Gavin 


