
Game day Feb 12th 2006 
Today is film day. Seems a crew from Finland is visiting New Zealand and pesapallo is one 
of the many things on their list. 
Great day though at the field and we had a great tu rn out. Not sure if it was the pesapallo or 
the film crew but we had a good lot of players. 
Two teams today of up to 8 players per team and we go for the full field game. Getting very 
use to the shortened Kiwi game of just using the front field that to have the field go big was 
something worth being there for. 
Blue team Vs White team. 
On both teams we tried to have equal numbers of male a nd female players. Now this worked 
real well as the game started but with players arriving  late our set up was constantly 
changing. 
Game start was three females and three guys per team. T his worked out pretty good and 
soon the competitiveness was beginning to come through. 
Each team wore their respective playing top so it was cl ear that there were two teams playing 
and each player knew who was on the other team. White team got of to a flyer with 4 runs 
scoring in their first turn at bat. Each team must bat t hrough the line up twice before changing 
over. I was amazed today at the number of players carrying  injuries. Things like muscle 
strains seemed to be the order of the day. This made fo r some interesting challenges. One 
player could bat but not run. Gavin spent more time do ing running the bases than batting. For 
every two turns at bat he had to run four times. 
The film crew kept busy with filming the on field action  and by running discussion with the 
various Finnish expats attending the game or playing.  
Some interesting methods of fielding catches today as we ll. 
Katie was injured when a ball slipped through her ha nds hitting her on the head. She retired 
injured. Ian took a hit to the head but carried on. I  think it time we started to wear the safety 
equipment supplied. That is make sure Front fielders have  helmets and maybe the runners 
should have them too. This may have the effect of making t he game look more of an action 
activity and give players confidence to put the body on t he line for fielding ground balls. 
The playing surface is really sub standard for playing p esapallo. It is a soccer field and the 
surface is really rough. To us it is like playing on a min e field. We have no option but to use 
the field. 
It would be a good idea I think for next game to take  a good look at the possibility of fielding a 
full male team even if only for a training run of mayb e half an hour to see how well they go. 
There are some very good athletes here both Finnish and  Kiwi. On the female side the same 
exercise should be done and we maybe surprised at the resu lts that could be achieved. 
Today at the game I noticed that female players worked pretty well in the stuff they had to do 
and that is why I think we are getting close to getting  teams organised for a more competitive 
approach to the game. 
Maybe this is something that can happen on Wednesday if e nough players come. 
All in all todays game was great. Most had plenty of fun . Fitness and getting prepared for the 
game is an area we should work on might save injuries. 
Next game is the monthly social game. 
Now we want everyone to be at this game. Even if you cant  play just be there to make a 
noise and cheer on those who do play. 
So Feb 19th 11.30 at William green Domain see you the re 
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